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Current Diagnosis and Treatment in Vascular 
Surgery 
R.H. Dean, J.S.T. Yao and D.C. Brewster, Eds. 
Appleton & Lange, 1995. 
461 pages, price £31.50. 
Sizable paperbacks, like the series this textbook 
belongs to, are aimed at medical students 
together with physicians not practicing vascular 
surgery. However, on reviewing the book one is 
impressed by its high standard and in-depth 
coverage of most relevant topics in vascular 
surgery today. It certainly would serve house- 
officers as well as vascular trainees as a valuable 
reference or a starting point for further study. 
In addition to the three eminent vascular 
experts who edited the book, all 35 chapters are 
written by well-known American vascular sur- 
geons. The style is usually authorative and 
consequently there are no references provided in 
the text. Instead each chapter is followed by a list 
of selected reading. The editorial staff were 
successful in obtaining ood uniformity of style 
and the publishers are to be commended for 
simple but clear line drawings and good quality 
black and white photography. 
The chapters follow a traditional pattern of 
physical examination, radiologic, cardiac and 
hematological investigations, whereas subse- 
quent chapters dealing with the different vas- 
cular systems are arranged in the order of the 
anatomy. The description of some of the oper- 
ative procedures, like carotid endarterectomy 
and femoropopliteal bypass grafting is fairly 
detailed with a personal touch. An account of 
methods for intraoperative quality control during 
carotid endarterectom)~ like Duplex ultrasound 
scanning, transcranial doppler and angioscopy, is
not given but would have been appropriate. 
Medical students will miss chapters on anatomy 
and physiology. The recommended literature is 
up to date, suggesting that the delay in the 
production of the textbook was acceptably short. 
One of the few examples of missing new devel- 
opments relevant for non-vascular specialists is 
the application of ultrasound guided compres- 
sion obliteration of catheter-related false aneu- 
rysms of the common femoral artery. 
All in all, this is a highly useful source of 
reference for many health professionals including 
young surgeons. A pleasant surprise is that the 
book is quite reasonably priced. For this quality 




The Ischaemic Extremity, Advances in 
Treatment 
J.S.T. Yao and W.H. Pearce, Eds. 
Appleton & Lange, 1995. 
614 pages, price £199.95. 
This is a well updated book on advances in the 
treatment of extremity ischaemia with a clear 
emphasis on the surgical management of lower 
extremity ischaemia. 
The book comprises 42 chapters by 81 contrib- 
utors within eleven sections. Four sections are 
devoted to various aspects of lower limb revascu- 
larisation techniques. A chapter in the section on 
general considerations includes an overview by 
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E. Bernstein on the definition of critical ischae- 
mia; an unsolved problem. New adjunctive tech- 
niques in the management of limb ischaemia, 
nonatherosclerotic ischaemia, diabetic foot, blue 
toe syndrome, arterial injury to the lower extrem- 
ity and surgical treatment of upper extremity 
ischaemia re covered in detail. 
The latest features of surgical techniques are 
well discussed. Particularly enjoyable are the 
sections dealing with revascularisation f r lower 
limb ischaemia nd redo operation for failed 
infrainguinal bypass. Many clinically relevant 
and often unanswered questions like how much 
is enough for repeated leg bypass and problems 
related to in situ bypasses are discussed in 
detail. 
Some techniques at a very early stage of 
development are well covered including chapters 
on stent grafting, angioscopy and various collar 
and patch techniques used together with pros- 
thetic intrapopliteal bypasses as well as com- 
bined vascular econstruction a d microvascular 
free tissue transfer for salvage of legs with major 
tissue loss. The role of endovascular surgery 
should have merited its own chapter with an 
emphasis on when to reconstruct and when to 
recanalise or dilate with PTA or other endovas- 
cular techniques. Furthermore intraoperative 
assessment could have deserved its own over- 
view. The role of spinal cord stimulation and 
some other nonsurgical controversial techniques 
were not covered. 
All in all this is an outstanding book on the 
latest achievements in the treatment of ischaemic 
extremity and worth its price for anybody deal- 
ing with vascular surgery. 
M. Lep/intalo 
Helsinki, Finland 
Brain Ischaemia, basic Concepts and Clinical 
Relevance 
L.R. Caplan, Ed. 
Springer-Verlag, 1995 
380 pages, price DM 270. 
This one-volume textbook of 380 pages, is 
divided into 7 sections and 23 chapters written by 
24 Americans, three French, two English, one 
German and one Austrian authors. The technical 
aspects of the volume are excellent. 
This book deals with one of the most difficult 
clinical issues. Stroke is a dreadful threat, not 
only to quality of life, but also social behaviour, 
as well as being one of the leading causes of 
death. Yet much is still unknown about brain 
ischaemia. Brain morphology and functionalism, 
altered metabolic pathways, blood pathology, 
immunology or the rather more common athero- 
sclerosis, amongst other causes of brain ischae- 
mia, are well described in the text. 
A Vascular Surgeon, like me may not be the 
best reviewer, however it is surprising that no 
vascular surgeon has been invited to develop any 
topic, in particular the controversial spect of 
carotid surgery. The only surgeon invited, talks 
on "Innervation of Pial Blood Vessels and their 
Role in Cerebrovascular ~ Regulation". Never- 
theless what matters is whether the aim of 
Clinical Relevance has been fulfilled. In my view 
the text is not precise, somewhat diffuse and 
therapy poorly developed. 
The main part of the text is devoted to basic 
information, and in this sense, I noted a lack of 
discrimination f what is relevant and what is not 
so relevant for practical purposes. However, it is 
an excellent book, with a lot of information, for 
any resident or researcher wanting to write their 
Thesis. 
Now and again the editor introduces his own 
comments, not always in a laudable manner, but 
occasionally to improve the written text. This 
method, as in Henry Fielding's Tom Jones is of 
interest as it helps the reader to interpret he 
contents. The extensive xperience of the editor 
in the evaluation of cerebrovascular diseases is 
reflected in these comments. 
Although there are different levels of qualit~ 
the chapter written by Schmid-Sch6nbein a d 
Perktold "Physical Factors in the Pathogenesis of 
Atheroma Formation" deserves a special men- 
tion. The chapter starts by quoting David Ruelle 
"The purpose of the physics is to make sense out 
of the world around us". After reading their 
chapter they managed to familiarize the reader 
with a difficult opic, such as haemodynamics. It 
is easy to read, easy to understand and only the 
relevant issues are discussed. 
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